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ABSTRACT – Widespread plantation of oil palm replaced most of the forest bird 
habitats in Palawan. To compare the avifaunal communities thriving in an oil palm 
plantation and a forest, standard avifaunal transect walk surveys were conducted 
from August to November 2014 in selected oil palm plantation and its adjacent 
forest in Aborlan, Palawan. Bird communities were compared using attributes such 
as species richness, abundance, evenness, diversity index, feeding guilds and 
presence of endemic and conservation priority species. The study revealed that the 
bird community in oil palm plantation was depauperate as indicated by the low 
species richness, abundance and diversity index relative to the adjacent forest. The 
low similarity index between the bird communities highlights the disparity in bird 
assemblages. The number of species and individuals of frugivore, nectarivore, 
omnivore and insectivore birds were relatively fewer in oil palm plantation than in 
the forest. Moreover, the remarkably low species richness and abundance of 
endemic and the absence of high conservation priority birds in oil palm plantation 
further emphasized the threat of widespread oil palm cultivation to Palawan’s 
avifaunal diversity. To improve the bird diversity at the landscape level, 
conservation and establishment of forest fragments within or near the oil palm 
plantations are highly recommended.
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